
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 5:21-43 

The Priests Cleaning of the Uncleanly 

 

 

• Is. 9:1-2, 6-7 

Have another Mark sandwich with one story interrupting for a moment another 

That means they are not meant to be looked at separately 

They feed off one another, they in a sense need one another 

And they have a message through one another 

• Mark 5:21-43 

Someone explain the stories 

Aside from the players in each story, what threads run threw each story? 

Both stories are about fear, different kinds of fear, but fear 

And both stories require faith to resolve their fears and issues 

How would you describe the players in these stories compared to one another? 

a) Woman 

Female with little place in society 

Nameless 

Unclean as any woman menstruating would have been 

• Lev. 15:25-31 

Can see why she is so sheepish 

Trip to Ireland during hoof and mouth – wipe feet, no visiting farms, moved St. Patrick;s day, etc. 

Every society has hygiene regulations 

We have so many we don’t even notice them 

How many would ever eat on dishes that aren’t disinfected? 

How many wash their hands in a public restroom, then use a towel to open the door? 

Linda’s Grandma wouldn’t share a glass with her husband, won’t drink out of a cup with a chip in it 

Oh, these are of course all NORMAL, but for some reason these purity laws are somehow LEGALISTIC 

Appears to be steeped in shame, but in more pain than shame because she moves forward for help 

b) Jairus 

Except for the disciples he is one of the very few folks to have his name mentioned 

Man, Respected, of class authority 

Synagogue president, sounds grandiose but in a town of a few hundred with 2-3 like this, not that huge 

Desperate for help as well, more desperate for help than holding onto his place 

Daughter is 12 years old, almost old enough in that culture to get married and start her life 

Funny how something happening to your child changes everything 

 

So, let’s look at the stories more closely with this in mind 

• Mark 5:24-29 

Get the sense even reading the first part that Jesus will find a corpse when He arrives 

Clearly the daughter is alive, and clearly Jairus believes there is time if they go straight there 

• Mark 5:30-34 

Funny exchange with the disciples isn’t it? What do you make of it? 

Hard to tell really what this means, suffice it to say, Mark wants us to at least see the human touch of Jesus 

With all of life’s crowded issues and our inability to hang with God, we can still creep up from behind 

Healed = rescued or saved 

Literally says to her, Cheer up young lady, you have been rescued/saved! 

 

How is each of these two individuals issues resolved? 

Jesus’ power relies upon her faith (and Jairus’ to really) 

Sounds funny doesn’t it? Why is this faith? Doesn’t look much like faith, sneaking around in secret? 

Was it Jesus’ power that healed her, or her faith? 

• Mark 6:5-6 

One more note on her – Jesus is considered unclean by touching her, yet there is no mention of ritual bathing 



 

• Mark 5:35 

What do you see in this verse? What assumptions do they have of Jesus? 

Death is a limiting factor obviously…for a teacher 

• Mark 5:36-40 

Jairus must still have had some spark of faith or Jesus wouldn’t have moved forward to heal 

What is this business about her being asleep? 

In the ancient world first of all, sleep was a metaphor for being dead 

• John 11:11 

Jesus is preparing these folks for the Kingdom, and the resurrection 

In the Kingdom parable passage, he used resurrection words for the seed that sprouted during sleep, literally rose 

• Mark 5:41 

Arise! 

• Mark 5:41-43 

Why does this passage go untranslated from the original Aramaic? 

Were literally the words you would use to wake a little girl from her sleep 

I don’t imagine Peter and the others when retelling this story EVER forgot that 

Jesus and His Kingdom and His words of life are breaking into life in the ordinary 

 

I want to go back to one point in closing that we touched on 

Jesus is here touching a dead corpse. What is the issue with this? 

What does Jesus do to get clean from this? 

Hebrews tells us Jesus is both the sacrifice AND the High Priest 

He is cleansing, He IS forgiveness, He IS acceptance, OUR acceptance 

 

• Hebrews 9:11-14, 24-28 

 


